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Message From Chapter Commander 

COL Suzy Roper 

 
 Let Us Not Forget  

 
Memorial Day is observed on the last Monday of May. It 
was formally known as Decoration Day and 

commemorates all men and women, who have died in 
military service for the United States.  
      It is traditional to fly the flag of the United States at 
half mast from dawn until noon. Many people visit 
cemeteries and memorials, particularly to honor those who 
have died in military service. Many volunteers place an 
American flag on each grave in national cemeteries.  
      Memorial Day started as an event to honor Union 
soldiers, who had died during the American Civil War. It 
was inspired by the way people in the Southern states 
honored their dead. After World War I, it was extended to 
include all men and women, who died in any war or 
military action.  
      The current name for this day did not come into use 
until after World War II. Decoration Day and then 
Memorial Day used to be held on May 30, regardless of 
the day of the week, on which it fell. In 1968, the Uniform 
Holidays Bill was passed as part of a move to use federal 
holidays to create three-day weekends. This meant that 
that, from 1971, Memorial Day holiday has been officially 
observed on the last Monday in May.  
       Let us not forget those who have served, those who 
continue to serve, and those who have died in military 
service for our country! 
 

 
 
Patriots Point Youth Leadership Conference (YLC) by 

LTC Engen 

 
        Our Chapter is providing scholarships for tuition and 
travel for 7 high school juniors to attend the 4-day YLC 
aboard the USS Yorktown at Patriots Point in Charleston, 
SC 19-22 June. Invitations were sent and applications 



received from Devin McDermott on Aquinas HS, Porchia 
Davis and Maria Barrett of Evans HS, Sean Spurlin and 
Kelsey Green of Harlem HS and Kenya O’Neal and Steven 
Cauthron of Hephzibah HS. COL Don Stephens will again 
be driving the bus and Coke Geddings has volunteered to 
chaperon on the bus trip. We look forward to hearing some 
“war stories” from some of these students at a future 
chapter meeting in Sep/Oct timeframe. 
 

Chapter Leadership for 2012-2013 

by Gary Engen 
 

     The nominating committee met last month and, as 
reported at the April meeting, all current officers have 
agreed to stay on in their leadership positions for another 
year as follows: 
 
Chapter Commander : COL Susy Roper 
Senior Vice Commander: LT Richard Herdegen 
Junior Vice Commander : to be appointed 
Adjutant : CDR Earl Richardson 
Treasurer : COL Steve Amster 
Marshall : COL Don Stephens 
Chaplain : 1LT William Williams 

 

Annual Region 5 Conference 
By LTC Gary Engen 

 
      Glenda & I were pleased to have attended the Region 
V convention at the Atlanta Airport Marriott on 20-21 
April 2012. Other representatives there from our Augusta 
Chapter was Carol & David Titus and  Wayman Johnson. 
For the benefit of others let me report that special kudos go 
to the host Atlanta chapter, commanded by Linda Ebert 
Ariff and the Dept of Georgia commander, COL Brad 
Beasley, for putting the convention together in such an 
outstanding manner. Praise must also go to the outgoing 
Region commander, CDR Gary Green. Their attention to 
detail in all aspects of the convention was noteworthy. All 
activities were well planned and executed from the pre-
planned social activities, informative briefings, a 
wonderful evening banquet and an over-the-top tour of 
Atlanta for the ladies present (including transport by 
limousine!). Eight of the ten chapters in the 4-state region 
were able to attend with one or more companions.  
Attendees also benefited from the attendance and 
comments by CINC CAPT Russ Vowinkel and past 
CINC’s LTG Sam Wetzel and LTC David Titus. 
Business activities included presentations on the state of 
the region, conduct of ROTC support, Patriotic Education  
programs, how to support and run a YLC, review of 
chapter planning guidance, membership tips, outline of 
successful Massing of Colors ceremonies and Homeland 
Security program reminders. A formal installation of 
region officers for 2012-2013 was conducted resulting in 
CDR Rudy Matzner (Charleston Chapter) as the new 
Region V Commander and COL Brad Beasley (Atlanta 
Chapter) as the new Region V Adjutant/GSO. It was 
agreed that next year’s Region V convention will be 
conducted in May 2013 in Savannah. CDR Green 
presented Silver PH awards to the Columbus Chapter Cdr, 

Leo Goodsell, and the Atlanta Chapter Commander, Linda 
Ebert Ariff. I presented a much overdue and deserving 
Gold Patrick Henry Award to LTG Sam Wetzel.  
All chapters have also been encouraged to send 
representatives to the San Diego MOWW convention in 
Augusta. The convention ended with a superb dinner at the 
host hotel with an informative presentation by the guest 
speaker representing the national Department of Veterans 
Affairs.  

 

Guest Speaker for May’s Meeting 

MG Janet E. A. Hicks 
 
       Maj. Gen. Hicks, the post's first female commanding 
general, is currently in charge of Augusta Preparatory Day 
School's Upper School. 
       MGen. Janet Hicks's original career goal more than 
two decades ago didn't include becoming Fort Gordon's 
first female commander.   In fact, she said she was more 
interested in getting out of Iowa and seeing the world. 
MGen. Hicks made her way through the ranks of the 
Signal Corps, first as a student at Fort Gordon, then an 
instructor at the post and from 1999 to 2000, its Chief of 
Staff, before making her way to Camp H.M. Smith in 
Hawaii as the Director of Command, Control, 
Communications and Computer Systems. 
       At the time of her nomination to major general, 
MGen. Hicks was one of 14 female generals in the Army 
and one of three commanding a major installation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

LTC William K. Cantrell, Professor of Military Science, Augusta 
State University AROTC, receiving a Certificate of Appreciation 
from Commander Susy Roper and Vice Commander Richard 
Herdegen, for his presentation on the university’s ROTC Program 
at the April Meeting 



OGA and Kay Endowment Trust Fund 
LTC David Titus 

  
      I am sad to announce the passing of our Companion 
Lola on April 20,2012, who served as a US Army nurse in 
WWII. She was a former POW held by the Germans in 
April 1945 before being liberated by the Americans. Lola 
was 96. May she rest in the peace of the Lord.  
Click here: Lola Mae Rayder | Chance & Hydrick Funeral 
Directors  

 

Address Updates Needed 
 

MOWW HQ has recently notified our chapter that they do 
not have correct mailing address for a couple of our 
companions. Does anyone have a current address or 
information on the following members: 
 
CPT Stephen Boulay - last known 1808 Windjammer Dr, 
Woodbury, MN 55125 
 
CPT Debra Shelby - last known 1244 S. Grant Ave, 
Tacoma, WA 98405 

 

National Security 
by LTC David Titus  

 
      A veteran pentagon official brings perspectives and 
expertise to current and future challenges relating to 
National Security. Kathleen Troia "KT" McFarland, FOX 
News national security analyst and host of Fox News 
traces her defense and national security experience back 
through three presidents. This Q and A from ROA's The 

Officer is very enlightening and will be presented in 
installments.  
      Q: Looking back at your career, you served in multiple 
positions in the Department of Defense during the Reagan 
Administration into 1985, following some lean years of 
defense spending. ROA's executive director talks about 
being a Marine in the 1970s and having to yell "bang 
bang" as he ran through a training exercise because of 
limits on ammunition. Explain, from your experience, your 
view of attempts to cut defense spending and how are they 
similar to what you may have experienced when you first 
arrived at the Department of Defense.  
      A: What happened after Vietnam -- it was an 
unpopular war and, unfortunately as a nation, we blamed 
the military. We cut the military, we claimed a peace 
dividend, but I think tragically; we cut back on the pay and 
medical benefits of military, particularly our wounded 
warriors and our veterans. So when we came into the 
Reagan administration -- when I came into the Pentagon -- 
we were stunned at what we saw. We had ships that 
couldn't sail because there was no fuel; we had airplanes 
that couldn't fly because our pilots lacked the requisite 
number of training hours to be qualified; for every tank we 
had that we could use, there was on sitting right next to it 
that would cannibalize for spare parts. And the greatest 
tragedy was that we saw the men and women -- our 
veterans-- who were not receiving adequate ( mental and 
physical) care.  

      And we even had some of our junior enlisted personnel 
who qualified for food stamps, because they didn't make 
enough in salary, and yet these were the people who had 
given so much of themselves -- put their lives on the line 
for the country -- and the country forgot about them. I 
think it was a great tragedy for those people, but it was a 
great strain on the soul of America. And my concern is that 
we're heading in that direction once again. To be continued 
. 

Treasurer's Report 

By Col Steven Amster 

 
30 April 2012 
_____________________________________________ 

Non-Profit Checking Opening balance             $2985.39 
Deposits and other credits                               +        0.00 
Membership premium rebate                                      .00  

Checks – cleared                                                  -457.26 

04/10   1034   newsletters; challenge ribbons         80.09 

04/10   1035  lectern banner                                  159.57 

04/15   1036    Augusta parade fee                          10.00 

04/15   1037   Aiken parade fee                              20.00 

Check – not cleared                                                   +.00 

Service charges & other debits                                 -0.00   

Closing checking balance                                  $2528.13 

Cash Balance 

Opening balance 04/01                                            $86.98 
Changes                                                                   +11.44 
04/15  Guest Meals                                                  -11.56 
04/15 50/50 receipts                                                +20.00 

Closing Balance 04/30                                            $98.42 

Opening Financial Asset Balance 04/01             $3072.37 
Net Change                                                            -445.82 

Closing Financial Asset Balance 04/01              $2626.55 
 

 
 

BSA Information 

By Col Steven Amster 

 
      After the April MOWW chapter meeting COL Amster 
awarded the MOWW Certificate of Recognition to Rachel 
Fisher for the achievement of earning the Girl Scout Gold 
Award. She is a member of Troop 10151 in Martinez.      
       COL Amster presented the certificate later after that 
afternoon at the meeting at the Holy Comforter Church, 
also in Martinez, of BSA Venturing Crew 119 of which 
Miss Fisher is also an active member. She has two 
brothers, Nathan, an Eagle Scout who has received a 
certificate from the Augusta MOWW chapter, and David, 
a Life Scout soon to attain Eagle Scout rank. Her father, 
Dr. Gene Fisher, is a pediatrician at Children's Hospital of 
the Medical College of Georgia and Troop Committee 
Chairman of Troop 119. Gene and his two sons are also 
active members of the local Bob White chapter of the 
Order of the Arrow national camping society. 
            Brandon Byers of Troop 119, Evans, received his 
Eagle Scout award and MOWW Certificate of Recognition 
from COL Steven Amster at the ceremony May 12 at the 
Covenant United Methodist Church. COL Amster also 
presented an MOWW certificate to Jared Churchwell who 



decided not to have a formal ceremony. COL Amster gave 
a membership application to Brandon's father, LTC Scott 
Byers, a training manager at Fort Gordon. 
       Also in April, COL Amster went canoeing with BSA 
Venturer Crew 119 on a 9-mile day trip on Clarks Hill 
Lake. Here is a Facebook post by the crew advisor: 
 

        Crew, just wanted to say what a great time I had 
kayaking and canoeing with all of you. We covered 8.52 
miles on the lake, had a great lunch meal and the weather 
was fantastic. I could not have asked for more. Congrats to 
Warren Berger on almost getting his canoeing merit badge, 
just need to fine tune it some and I believe you will get 
your blue card signed. Thanks to Terri and Col Amster for 
taking the time to "hip pocket train" hin...ron 

 
COL Amster is a merit badge counselor for several badges: 
rifle shooting, shotgun shooting, chess, swimming, 
lifesaving, rowing, canoeing, aviation, weather, 
photography, personal management, and signaling (during 
the 100th anniversary of Scouting in 2010). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MOWW ROTC/JROTC Awards of Merit for 2012 
By COL Don Stephens 

 
 I wish to express my thanks and appreciation to 
those chapter companions who volunteered their time to 
present awards to so many outstanding young people.  The 
MOWW ROTC Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals of Merit 
were presented to Augusta State University ROTC cadets 
during their Awards Ceremony on 26 April by Vice CINC 
LTC Gary Engen. 
 Our chapter provided 35 MOWW JROTC Medals 
of Merit to cadets at 29 different high school Army, Navy, 
Air Force and Marine Corps JROTC units in the CSRA.  
Companions presented all of these medals except 2, which 
were presented by their military instructor. Seven of these 
schools are 50-90 miles from Augusta.   In addition to your 

ROTC Chairman, the companions listed below made one 
or more presentations.  Thanks for a job well done!   

 
LTC Gary Engen    LCDR Ron Freeman 
MAJ Coke Geddings COL John Geiger  
LCDR Al Harper  LT Richard Herdegen  
MAJ Henry Mitchell COL Susy Roper   
LTC David Titus  

 

Membership 

By LTC Gary Engen 

 
1. We just lost another two perpetual members with the 
recent passing of LTC Ralph Dion last month and LTG 
Robert Gray last November.  With their losses, our chapter 
membership is now down to 132 living members. We 
really need to get some new "blood" into our chapter and I 
know there are many of our companions that know 
someone that is eligible to join MOWW. HAVE YOU 
ASKED THEM?? 
       Consider who you can invite to the upcoming May 
and June meetings that is eligible to join and bring them 
along; we'll help convince them that the Augusta Chapter 
of MOWW is a place for them! Contact Membership 
Committee Chairman, Gary Engen, if you have any 
questions on membership. We still have until 30 June 2012 
to boost or membership numbers. 
 
Membership Report as of May 2012 
Perpetual members: 105 
Regular members: 5 
Perpetual hereditary members: 22 
Total (living members): 132 

 

 
 

ROTC Honor Society Induction Ceremony at Augusta 

State University 

By LTC Gary Engen 
 
       Our chapter has recently assisted the Augusta State 
University's (ASU) ROTC program to induct 3 more 
outstanding ROTC cadets into the "National Society of 
Scabbard and Blade" (S&B) (see photo). If you don't 
know, S&B is an honorary society for the top achieving 
cadets in a senior ROTC unit. ASU has recently been 
formally designated as K Company, 50th Regiment of 
Scabbard & Blade. I know that besides me, LTC Wayman 
Johnson is also a S&B alumnus. It would be interesting to 

LTC Gary Engen presenting the NJROTC Medal to 
Evans High School Cadet Porchia Davis. 

 



find out how many of our current chapter members are 
alumni of Scabbard & Blade or any of the other major 
ROTC Honor Societies such as Pershing Rifles or the 
Arnold Air Society. If you were a member of any of these 
please contact me (Gary Engen) via email 
(gengen@comcast.net ) or call me at 706 733-7682. 
 
 

Legislative Affairs  

By LTC Sam Boohers 

Vets health care exempt from sequestration cuts 

 Funding for veterans’ health care programs is not subject 
to sequestration, the White House budget office announced 
Monday, ending months of speculation about how across-
the-board budget cuts could be applied early next year if 
Congress cannot find a way to avoid fiscal disaster. 
Sequestration, looming because Congress and the White 
House failed to reach an agreement on a 10-year, $1.2 
trillion deficit reduction plan, also will not cut veterans’ 
benefits, leaving only administrative expenses of the 
Veterans Affairs Department potentially subject to 
reductions, according to legal opinion issued Monday by 
the White House’s Office of Management and Budget. 
The announcement came in a letter to the Government 
Accountability Office, which had asked the White House 
for clarification about the automatic cuts’ effect on VA. 
The Budget Control Act of 2011, which set up mechanism 
for cutting federal programs if a deficit spending 
agreement wasn’t reached, specifically exempted veterans’ 
benefits but had no clear statement about what might 
happen to veterans’ medical care expenses. 
Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., the Senate Veterans' Affairs 
Committee chairwoman and the Senate’s chief negotiator 
last year in the attempt to get an agreement on cutting 
federal spending, said she is “pleased that this legal 
ambiguity has been cleared up.” 
      Murray said during negotiations with the House, “I can 
remember fighting for this exception as one area we cannot 
afford to cut back on.” 
      While the letter clarifies the situation for veterans’ 
programs, the fate of military benefits remains unclear. 
The Budget Control Act allows, but does not require, the 
Defense Department to shield all military personnel 
programs from sequestration. It appears the military would 
face a cut of about $57 billion, roughly 18 percent for each 
account, under sequestration. If personnel programs are 
exempt, the Defense Department would still have to save 
$57 billion, and would be forced to just make deeper cuts 
in other programs. 
     Defense Department officials have not said what they 
intend to do. 
 
Sen. Graham Calls Free Lifetime Health Care Promise 

a “Myth” 
 
Military columnist Tom Philpott reports a telephone 
interview with Sen. Lindsay Graham (R-SC), the ranking 
member of the Senate Armed Services personnel 
subcommittee.  

      Philpott reports that Graham bluntly said, “TRICARE 
premiums have to be adjusted. Between now and the end 
of the fiscal year, I hope we can convince the House to 
accept some adjustments in premiums for TRICARE.” 
According to Philpott’s report, Graham also said, “I don’t 
believe anybody was promised free lifetime medical care. 
That’s a popular myth.” Graham continued, “There was 
never any contract with anybody that, for the rest of your 
life, you will get free medical care. That’s not part of the 
deal and was never part of the deal.” 
      It appears that Ranking Member Graham and 
Subcommittee Chairman Sen. Jim Webb (D-VA), who has 
stated opposition to the increases, might have a lively time 
when the subject comes before their panel in late May. An 
Air Force Reserve lawyer like Sen. Graham should be 
more informed about health care history in the military, as 
he will be eligible for TRICARE when he turns 60.  
 
House Committee Votes Against TRICARE Increases 
 
      The House Armed Services Subcommittee on 
Personnel met to markup and forward recommendations on 
its portion of the National Defense Authorization Act.  
Some of the provisions approved include: 

• Authorize a troop pay increase of 1.7% and 
extend bonuses and special pay for our men and 
women in uniform  

• Limit end strength reductions for the active Army 
and Marine Corps  

• Provide significant new regulations and 
procedures for combating and prosecuting sexual 
assault within the military  

• Extend access to family housing for six months 
and Commissary and Exchange benefits for two 
years for troops who are involuntarily separated.  

• Extend some TRICARE benefits to members of 
the Selected Reserves who are involuntarily 
separated.  

• Make clear that non-monetary contributions to 
health care benefits made by our troops and their 
families through a career of service to America 
represents pre-payment of health care premiums 
in retirement.  

 

Not included were the enormous TRICARE increases 

proposed by DoD. 

 
       In Section 701 of the subcommittee’s plan for 
TRICARE, the Chairman expresses the Sense of Congress 
“that career members of the uniformed services and their 
families endure unique and extraordinary demands and 
make extraordinary sacrifices over the course of a military 
career and those decades of sacrifice constitute a 
significant pre-paid premium for health care during a 
career member’s retirement that is over and above what the 
member pays with money.” 
       There’s a long way to go before the Pentagon’s plan to 
steeply increase TRICARE fees is defeated. While it 
appears the House side may do the right thing the Senate is 
an entirely different story. We know that Sen. Jim Webb 
(D-VA), chairman of the Senate personnel subcommittee, 



is working to hold the line, others Senators see TRICARE 
increases as part of this year’s initiative. Sen. Graham calls 
"Free Lifetime Medical Care a "Myth." This year 
Chairman McKeon has stated he is against the increases 
and we want to ensure that he remembers his statements on 
not allowing any massive TRICARE increases. 
 
We still needs your help. Until the plan is buried, it could 
still happen. Continue your calls and messages to your 
Representative and Senators. Tell them it’s a moral 
contract. Let them know that shifting the cost of your 
promised health care breaks faith with those who served. 
Ask your family, friends and neighbors to get involved. 
Keep sending the emails  

 

Happy Birthday 
 
 Happy Birthday to all companions born during the Month 
of  May: 
 
MAJ DeWitt R. Dent   01 MAY  
MAJ Henry P. Mitchell   01 MAY  
CPT James J. Cutting   01 MAY  
MRS.. Wm.F.(Jean)Beakley Harle  02 MAY  
COL Richard Manion   04 MAY 
MR Sean Pitts    08 MAY 
LTC Charles Schuman      12 MAY  
HON Paul Broun    14 MAY  
COL Claude W. Johnson   15 MAY  
CPT Peter Meno    16 MAY 
MAJ Donald L. Davis   18 MAY  
MAJ Alan Newton   24 MAY 
LTC Karen Wish    24 MAY  
 

Senior Moment 

 
While on a road trip, an elderly couple stopped at a 
roadside restaurant for lunch.After finishing their meal, 
they left the restaurant, and resumed their trip. 
 
When leaving, the elderly woman unknowingly left her 
glasses on the table, and she didn't miss them until they 
had been driving for about forty minutes.  
 
By then, to add to the aggravation, they had to travel quite 
a distance beforethey could find a place to turn around,in 
order to return to the restaurant to retrieve her glasses. 
 
All the way back, the elderly husband became the classic 
grouchy old man. 
 
He fussed and complained, and scolded his wife  
relentlessly during the entire return drive. The more he 
chided her, the more agitated he became. 
 
He just wouldn't let up for a single minute. 
To her relief, they finally arrived at the restaurant.   
 
As the woman got out of the car, and  hurried inside to 
retrieve her glasses, the old geezer yelled to her, "While 

you're in there, you might as well get my hat and the credit 
card". 

Chaplain’s Corner 

Fr Bill Williams 
 
       It is one of the premises of our order to call others to 
the awareness of what truth and liberty are.  We can not let 
the truth of our liberties be redefined.  That truth is based 
on Sacred Scripture.  To redefine that truth would attempt 
to change the Word of God.  The prophets of old informed 
the people of the consequences we face by redefining True 
perspectives.  We can not be forced to change our religious 
beliefs, the fundamental string that unites men and women 
who value true faith.  Standing on liberty, defined in her 
truth, all of us are connected through this thread of Life 

 

Sad News 

 
Please be advised that my father, B. Ralph Dion, passed 
away on April 10, 2012, at the age of 92. He was a 
member of your organization and had enjoyed receiving 
your newsletter, The Companion.  
 

Thank you, 
Deborah D. Pawley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorial Day 
 

        Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a 
day of remembrance for those who have died in our 
nation’s service. There are many stories as to its actual 
beginnings, with over two dozen cities and towns laying 
claim to being the birthplace of Memorial Day. There is 
also evidence that organized women’s groups in the South 

Cadet SSG Travis Downs, Jenkins County High School Army 
JROTC,  receives the MOWW JROTC Medal of Merit from 
COL Donald Stephens,  ROTC Committee Chairman, on 26 
April 2012.  

 



were decorating graves before the end of the Civil War. 
While Waterloo, NY, was officially declared the birthplace 
of Memorial Day by President Lyndon Johnson in May 
1966, it’s difficult to prove conclusively the origins of the 
day. It is more likely that it had many separate beginnings; 
each of those towns and every planned or spontaneous 
gathering of people to honor the war dead in the 1860s 
tapped into the general human need to honor our dead 
 

               Beware Scam Letter from DFAS 
 
       A letter is making the internet purporting to be from 
DFAS asking military member's fiancées to register in the 
DFAX system entitling them to benefits in the event of the 
member's death, all for only a $350 fee. This is a scam. 
Please let your fellow Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines 
and families know the score. DFAS Corporate 
Communications advises the Facebook post links to an 
earlier release DFAS put out back in October on 
interaction with customers -- DFAS will never send you 
unsolicited email messages requesting your myPay login 
ID and password or any other personal or financial 
information. DFAS also will not send you unsolicited 
email messages with attachments. If you receive an e-mail 
message that appears suspicious, do not click on any links 
or open attachments, etc. Here's the link to the release 
concerning the scam from DFAS 
http://www.dfas.mil/pressroom/dfasnewsreleasearchive/Re
lease1011002.html 
 

MEETING SCHEDULE 2010-2011 
 
 
Sun, 20 May, 1330, Staff Mtg Tues, 15 May 
Lunch 1230-1330    
 

Installation Of Officers 
ROTC Awards 

 
Sun, 10 Jun, 1330,            Staff Mtg Tues, 5 Jun 
Lunch 1230-1330              Flag Day, 14 June 

            Army  Birthday,  14 June (1775) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Military Alphabet 

What do the words “MIKE” and “X-RAY” have in 
common? 
         
They are the only words in The Military phonetic alphabet 
that have not changed over the years. A phonetic alphabet 
is a list of words used to identify letters in a message 
transmitted by radio or telephone. Spoken words from an 
approved list are substituted for letters. For example, the 
word "MOWW" would be "Mike Oscar Whiskey 
Whiskey" when spelled in the phonetic alphabet.   
        
 This practice helps to prevent confusion between similar 
sounding letters, such as "m" and "n", and to clarify 
communications that may be garbled during transmission. 
The words chosen to represent some letters have changed 
since the phonetic alphabet was introduced. When these 
changes occur, they are made by international agreement.  
The current phonetic alphabet was adopted in 1957. 
 

Mi   Military Phonetic Alphabet 

L
et

te

r 

1913 1927 1938 
World War 

II 

1957-

Present 

A Able 
Affirmativ

e 
Afirm Afirm (Able) Alfa 

B Boy Baker Baker Baker Bravo 
C Cast Cast Cast Charlie Charlie 

D Dog Dog Dog Dog Delta 
E Easy Easy Easy Easy Echo 

F Fox Fox Fox Fox Foxtrot 

G George George George George Golf 
H Have Hypo Hypo How Hotel 

I Item 
Interroga

tory 
Int Int (Item) India 

J Jig Jig Jig Jig Juliett 

K King King King King Kilo 

L Love Love Love Love Lima 
M Mike Mike Mike Mike Mike 

N Nan Negative Negat Negat (Nan) 
Novemb
er 

O Oboe Option Option 
Option 

(Oboe) 
Oscar 

P Pup 
Preparato

ry 
Prep Prep (Peter) Papa 

Q Quack Quack Queen Queen Quebec 
R Rush Roger Roger Roger Romeo 

S Sail Sail Sail Sugar Sierra 

T Tare Tare Tare Tare Tango 
U Unit Unit Unit Uncle Uniform 

V Vice Vice Victor Victor Victor 

W Watch William William William Whiskey 
X X-ray X-ray X-ray X-ray X-ray 

Y Yoke Yoke Yoke Yoke Yankee 
Z Zed Zed Zed Zebra Zulu 

 
 

Link to the MOWW Augusta Chapter Website: 
http://www.augustamoww.com 
 
Link To the MOWW National Website: 
http://militaryorder.net/ 

 
MOWW now has a presence on Face book at  
 http://www.facebook.com/?ref=hp#!/militaryorder 
  
Link to the Region V Website:  
https://sites.google.com/site/mowwregionv/home 
 
To contact the editor of the Companion: 

CDRRHW@aol.com 
 
Please put MOWW in the subject line or your e-mail will go 
to spam.  Let us know if you want to receive the newsletter 
electronically.  


